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ORIENT-BOUND MISSIONARIES — 
Standing at the rail of the Marine Lynx, 
missionaries and their families return- 
ing to the Orient exchange goodbyes 
with their friends on the dock at San 
Francisco before sailing on the Marine 
Lynx. The Lynx, carrying 400 mission- 
aries to the Philippines and China, was 
twice delayed before finally sailing with 
the largest contingent of personnel in 
foreign missions history. Trip was 
made under auspices of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America. 
(RNS Photo) 
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Letters to the Editors 





Texan Heartened by Young-Minded Leaders 





‘‘That Means Progress’’ 


To the Editors: 

I have read with interest the articles 
and letters concerning the issue raised by 
Miss Marjorie Patterson. [I would make 
scme observations: 1. The Apostle Paul 
wrote young Timothy, “Let no man de- 
spise thy youth.” 2. It is generally 
acknowledged that in educational methods 
and techniques, organization and admin- 
istration our church is about 50 years be- 
hind the times. 3. It is usually the case 
that new methods and techniques in 
teaching, organization and administra- 
tion come either from younger ministers 
and leaders or from those whose minds 
and hearts are still young. 

My observations may be unpopular but 
[ cannot find them to be untrue. On the 
basis of them I would draw the conclu- 
sion that many ministers and leaders in 
our church who have served many years 
have acquired the habit of despising the 
ideas, the glowing faith, the willingness 
to serve and the hopes of achievement of 
the youth of our church. 

Indeed Paul said, “Let no man despise 
thy youth; but be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 
But how can this despising be prevented 
when the example Paul advocated is bet- 
ter exhibited by youth than by old age, 
and brethren, I sincerely believe this, not 
on the basis of my own life but on the 
basis of hundreds of younger Presbyte- 
rians, both ministers and lay-workers. 

I would call to the attention of Miss 
Patterson and others the fact which en- 
courages me, which is that in the leader- 
ship of our church there are so many who 
are either young or who have young 
minds and hearts. And that means pro- 
gress! JAN W. OWEN. 
Houston, Texas. 


Two Fences 
To the Editors: 

In their replies to the Patterson arti- 
cle (Aug. 19) some seem to believe that 
there is “land, lots of land” in our church 
practices but I agree with Marjorie Pat- 
terson when I say “Don’t fence me in!” 
I don’t recall that the Westminister Con- 
fession was even hinted at as being a 
“fence” in this “religious reservation”; 
but the powers that be throw up far more 
definite deterrents to true Christian prac- 
tice. 

For example: Fence No. 1 is PREJU- 
DICE. Our church subscribes to the 
brotherhood of all believers and that in 
the faith there is neither “Greek nor 
Jew .. .” but Montreat (“Our Church 
Home”) says Negro ministers and Negro 
young people are not good enough fo 
come there on an equal basis with the ex- 
alted white brethren. The young people 
and student groups are continually com- 
ing up against the fence of prejudice. 

Fence No. 2 is COMPLACENCY. With 
disgusting sarcasm a writer suggests 
that if Marjorie wants to “eliminate the 
century old segregation taboos”—'tis a 
free country.” The implication seems to 
be “I am satisfied with things as they 
are—why aren't you?” Such contentment 
is shameful! The complacency evidenced 
in the prejudice against even thinking of 
a Presbyterian reunion revolts me—do we 
in the South have a “corner” on God's 
truth? Such ideas remind me of pre- 
Reformation days. God forbid that we 


ever become completely satisfied with the 
world as we find it. 


As we strive to put 


into practice the ideals of our Lord we 
soon discover a very definite fence called 
complacency! 

I am thankful that we of the younger 
church generation do not struggle alone. 
The words of Dr. MacLean and Clyde 
Foushee (Sept. 24, 30) are like breaths of 
pure mountain air to a pilgrim who has 
for too long walked in the burning heat. 
I stand with Marjorie Patterson—"Don't 
fence me in!” D. MAC BROWN, 

Minister to Students, 
Blacksburg, Va., 
Presbyterian Church. 


Opportunity for Ministers 
To the Editors: 

Your publication of the picture of the 
group of ministers taking clinical train- 
ing at the Massachusetts General Hospi- 
tal in Boston (Sept. 9) prompts me to 
write commending you for giving public- 
ity to this course and urging fellow min- 
isters to make plans now to avail them- 
selves of this opportunity next summer. 

I felt the course to be of value even 
beyond all expectations. It is thoroughly 
and carefully organized under the able 
leadership of Chaplain Rollin Fairbanks. 
The approach is entirely clinical and is 
searching and stimulating. There is a 
balance among such various approaches 
as dealing with abnormalities, helping 
with pastoral problems, and routine needs 
and demands of pastoral work. There is 
an opportunity to learn at first hand 
something of the operation of a large 
hospital. 

In addition to ministry to the sick, 
students have opportunity to engage in 
actual counselling in a nearby church. 
There are lectures by able ministers, phy- 
sicians, psychiatrists and others. Many 
actual cases are carefully analyzed. Each 
student takes part in controlled inter- 
views in which he actually carries on 
work with an instructor who takes the 
part of a patient, physician, or a coun- 
sellee. There is a closely knit and stimu- 
lating fellowship with fine ministers of 
many denominations. Expenses are mod- 
erate, especially when the length of the 
course and the tremendous advantages 
are considered. 

It has been found that the large ma- 
jority of churches are most sympathetic 
in granting a leave or vacation of six 
weeks in order that their ministers may 
avail themselves of this opportunity. In- 
quiries regarding the course, that is for 
next year, may be addressed to the Rev. 
Rollin J. Fairbanks, Director, The Insti- 
tute of Pastoral Care, Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital, Boston 14, Mass. 

P. G. COSBY, III. 
Laurel, Va. 


Fictitious Success 


To the Editors: 

As a contributing editor and heartfelt 
approver of the OUTLOOK I wish to add 
a note of warning to our self-congratula- 
tion at the marvelous success of all our 
religious money-raising schemes, which 
seem every year to excel all past records. 

It is so natural and so easy to exult 
in our apparently increasing liberality, in 
the fact that every church is collecting 
more money than ever before for home 
use and for outside benevolence! 

As one who has watched the world 
through several social and financial 
storms I wish publicly to express my dis- 
satisfaction with the growing cheapness 
and abundance of our increasingly worth- 
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less money. 
In my earlier manhood eggs were regu- 
larly ten cents a dozen, frying-size chick- 
eng ten cent apiece, grown fowls, how- 
ever big and fat, twenty-five cents, and 
husky laborer cost fifty cents a day. 
We are now suffering the curse of in- 
fiation, cheap money, and it’s getting 
cheaper and more worthless with every 
passing year. This purely artificial pros- 
perity and liberality I regret and deplore. 
HENRY LOUIS SMITH. 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Institute Scheduled 


To the Editors: 

The Town and Country Pastors’ Insti- 
tute will be held this year at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va., Novem- 
ber 11-15. tev. James Appleby, D. D., 
new professor at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, is setting up the program. A limited 
number of scholarships providing board 
and lodging for the period of the Insti- 
tute are available to town and country 
pastors. Anyone eligible and desiring a 
scholarship should apply at once to the 
Department of Country Church and Sun- 
day School Extension, Box 1176, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN. 
Richmond. 


Rings the Bell 


To the Editors: 

I heartily approve the article by J, Ed- 
gar Hoover (Sept. 30). He certainly 
“rings the bell” when he says, “In your 
desire to round out the social and reli- 
gious training of your child by regular 
attendance at church, you cannot hope for 
success if you fail to accompany your son 
or daughter to religious exerises.” 

E. A. SKILLMAN. 
Petersburg, Va. 


Sermons on Rural Life 


To the Editors: 

The Rural Church Department of the 
Virginia Council of Churches is offering 
three prizes for the best sermon on rural 
life to be prepared and delivered by coun- 
try pastors. The first prize is $25, the 
second $15, and the third $10. Rev. J. 
P. H. Mason, of Doswell, Virginia, is 
chairman of the committee. 

There are two stipulations. One is that 
the offer is open to country pastors only 
in the State of Virginia, and the other is 
that the manuscript should be typed and 
in the hands of Rev. Henry Lee Robison, 
Jr., executive secretary, Virginia Coun- 
cil of Churches, 1444 E. Main St., Rich- 
mond, Va., by November 15, 1946. 

I hope that one or more of these prizes 
may be won by pastors of our own Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. 

HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN. 
Richmond. 





NOTABLE PRESBYTERIANS 


Last January, when the editors sa- 
luted “‘Ten Notable Presbyterians,” they 
asked their readers to assist them in 
gathering information about other no- 
table Presbyterians. As January, 1947, 
nears, we look toward a salute of ten 
more men and women, whose service to 
the church deserves to be widely 
known. Among the many, many notable 
workers throughout our church—lay 
and clergy—which ones should be 
named this year? Write us and tell 
about them—soon. These letters will 
not be published; they are for our own 
information. 


15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., Room 203, 13 North Fifth 
10c a copy, $3.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Six Denominations 
Vote to Participate 


In National Council 


Movement Would Unite Eight 


Major Protestant Agencies 


New York (RNS).—Six Protestant 
denominations have to date signified 
their willingness to participate in the 
formation of a National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. 

The proposed council would unite the 
following eight major Protestant inter- 
denominational agencies: the Federal 
Council of Churches, the International 
Council of Religious Education, the 
Home Missions Council, the Foreign 
Missions Conference, the United Coun- 
cil of Church Women, the Missionary 
Education Movement, the United Stew- 
ardship Council, and the Council of 
Church Boards of Education. 

Under the terms of the merger each 
agency must approve the proposal 
which is in turn presented to their con- 
stituent denominations or boards for 
final acceptance. A suggestion now be- 
ing studied by the eight bodies would 
permit establishment of the National 
Council after the affiliates of two or 
more of the interdenominational groups 
have approved it. Effect of this sug- 
gestion, if agreed upon, would be to 
shorten considerably the time needed 
for ratification of the proposed over- 
all council. 

Churches Named 

The six denominations which have 
endorsed the National Council are the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., the 
Disciples of Christ, the Congregational- 
Christian Churches, the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, and the Re- 
formed Church in America. 

Of the eight .interdenominational 
agencies, the following have approved 
the formation of the body provided 
their constituent boards or denomina- 
tions take similar action: the Federal 
Council of Churches, the Council of 
Church Boards of Education, the Inter- 
national Councii of Religious Educa- 
tion, the Missionary Education Move- 
ment, the United Council of Church 
Women, and the United Stewardship 
Council. The Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence will take a final vote on the pro- 
posal at its 1948 meeting and the Home 
Missions Council has deferred action 
until approval has been voted by two- 
thirds of its member boards. 





Russian Church Looking 
Toward World Council 


Moscow (By Wireless, RNS) .—Re- 
ports that the Russian Orthodox 
Church is considering plans to join 
the World Council of Churches, in- 
ternational Protestant agency in Ge- 
neva, were confirmed here by Pa- 
triarch Alexei in an interview with 
Religious News Service. 

While refraining from any defi- 
nite statement that his church will 
ask membership in the World Coun- 
cil, Patriarch Alexei asserted that the 
Moscow Patriarchate is ‘‘at present 
studying the problem of the ecu- 
menical movement.” The “ecumeni- 
cal movement” is generally regarded. 
in church circles throughout the 
world as that sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches. 

The Patriarch said he believed the 
task of establishing a stable peace 
throughout the world can only be 
achieved by destroying ‘‘the rem- 
nants of fascism still lingering in 
some countries.” He asserted that 
at present ‘“‘there seems to be no 
general desire among nations for a 
stable peace nor for complete libera- 
tion from the fascist spirit.’’ 

(Copyright, 1946, RNS.) 











Central Miss. Presbytery and Many 


Synods Adopt Montreat Overtures 
With the board of directors of the 


Mountain Retreat Association looking 
toward an important meeting October 
30, this group will meet with the eyes 
of the various synods focused upon it 
(THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 2, 16). To date, eleven synods and 
one of the strong presbyteries in another 
synod have taken action—all of them 
asking the General Assembly to appoint 
an ad interim committee to investigate 
the situation and some have made defi- 
nite suggestions about what they think 
should be done. People with a wide 
knowledge of church affairs declare 
that no issue which has been before the 
church has received such wide-spread 
attention or been the object of synod 
action as has the Montreat problem. 
Synods which are overturing the Gen- 
eral Assembly with regard to it include: 


North Carolina Alabama 
Virginia Kentucky 
Oklahoma Georgia 
Louisiana South Carolina 
Tennessee Missouri Florida 
Central Mississippi Presbytery, by 


unanimous vote, has also adopted an 
overture to the Assembly making the 
same request. 


Missouri Churches 
To Vote on Union 
At Synod’s Request 


Ballot, Without Debate, Seeks to 
Test Sentiment of Border Synod 


By a large affirmative vote, the Synoc 
of Missouri is requesting a test vote. 
without debate, on the matter of union 
which the other branches of the Pres- 
byterian Church. The question is to 
be presented to each church in the sy- 
nod November 3, or the nearest conve- 
nient Sunday thereto, on the following 
ballot: ‘(1) I favor union with the 
other branches of the Presbyterian 
Church (Northern Presbyterian, United 
Presbyterian, Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian); (2) I do not favor union 
with any of the above groups; (3) I 
favor union with the Presbyte- 
rian Church (churches) only. (Write 
in the name of the church or churches 
with which you favor union.)”’ 

In a pre-synod conference on Chris- 
tian Relations, Judge Norwin D. Houser 
of the 27th Judicial Circuit of Missouri 
and an elder in the Perryville church, 
called divorce the DDT of American 
civilization, terming it ‘‘a disgrace, 
a disaster and a national tragedy.’ 
Among the remedies proposed by the 
distinguished jurist were high school 
and university courses dealing with the 
conditions pre-requisite to marital sta- 
bility and felicity, instruction of youth 
(by ministers) as to the requirements 
of Christian marriage, and the estab- 
lishment of the office of Marriage Proc- 
tor to whom parties seeking divorce of 
the State might be referred for coun- 
sel and aid, with the idea and purpose 
of the removal or amelioration by him 
of the conditions leading to the request 
for divorce. “Fully half the youth who 
have come before me for sentence dur- 
ing my years of judicial service,” said 
Judge Houser, “have come from broken 
homes.”’ 

Roots of Freedom 

Recent Presbyterian USA Moderator 
W. B. Lampe, for 27 years minister of 
the West church, St. Louis, told the 
synod, “Americans who believe that 
they are losing their freedom should 
examine themselves to see if they are 
losing the religious convictions that 
make freedom possible. Freedom as 
we have it in America came out of the 
Protestant Reformation. If we are los- 
ing it, the Protestant Church had bet- 
ter look to the situation and see to it 
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that the Christian interpretation of life 
is brought into the whole educational 
system of America.” 

In its session at Westminster church, 
St. Louis, the synod heard two stirring 
addresses by former US Moderator T. 
K. Young of Memphis. Dr. J. Farra 
Van Meter, Lexington, Ky., physician 
and elder and vice-chairman of the As- 
sembly’s Advisory Stewardship Council, 
stressed the necessity of the dedication 
of men’s time and capabilities as well 
as their possessions to the Lord. Said 
he: “I rather imagine that you minis- 
ters stand desperately in need of con- 
secration to the Lord of much more 
than just possessions on the part of 
your members. You could use and use 
profitably their hours and their person- 
alities.”” 

Synod learned that half the requested 
$200,000 for Westminster College en- 
dowment has been raised; it petitioned 
the General Assembly to investigate 
Montreat; it opposed federal aid for 
purposes of education with special ref- 
erence to the transportation to private 
and parochial schools, and it opposed 
the use of state funds for the same pur- 
pose; it requested the Assembly’s De- 
partment of Christian Relations to 
study the wisdom of training men to 
work as “industrial chaplains . . .to 
work with Labor and with Management 
that the leaders of Labor and Manage- 
ment may receive and know the Chris- 
tian ideals and principles as taught by 
Christ.” 

Bernard A. MclIlhany was elected 
moderator. William T. Magill was 
named stated clerk, and looking to- 
ward next year, Herbert H. Watson was 
chosen moderator-designate. 

BERNARD A. McILHANY. 
Cape Girardeau. 


Retiring Moderator 
Scores Prejudice 


Tennessee Synod Meeting 


Pointing his finger at the sin of preju- 
dice, particularly in regard to church 
union and race relations, John R. Mil- 
lard, retiring moderator of the Synod 
of Tennessee, asked, ‘‘Where has it got- 
ten us?” In his answer to this ques- 
tion, at the opening session of the meet- 
ing in Murfreesboro, Dr. Millard, pastor 
of Memphis’ Evergreen church, spoke in 
such forceful manner that there was 
little doubt in the minds of members of 
his congregation that prejudice had 
gotten them exactly nowhere. 

Frank W. Price spoke for foreign mis- 
sions, declaring his faith in the demo- 
cratic ideals of General Chiang Kai- 
shek. During a recent visit with China’s 
leader, Dr. Price said the Generalissimo 
said, “If I die a dictator all China will 
forget me. But if I can lay the founda- 
tion for a democratic society, I will be 
remembered in every home.’’ Coopera- 
tives seem to offer the best solution for 
China’s economic life, according to Dr. 
Price. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


WALKER B. HEALY 


of the First Church, Hot 
Springs, Ark., who will preach on the 
Presbyterian Hour over a Southwide 
radio network, November 3, 8:30 A. M. 
(EST). Dr. Healy’s topic is ‘Better 
Homes for a Better World.”’ 


Pastor 





Synod’s moderator, W. L. McColgan 
of Clarksville, said, ‘‘Southwestern is in 
the last quarter of the game,” as it was 
announced that $250,000 more is needed 
to complete the pre-centennial financial 
campaign. Glowing tribute was paid to 
President Diehl for his leadership of the 
college, T. B. Hay, First church, 
Memphis, declared, ‘‘Presbyterians have 
the money and we ought to get it for 
Southwestern.” 


Colonel C. R. Endsley of Sweetwater, 
Tenn., brought a disturbing message to 
the synod on stewardship. Armed with 
figures, he showed the slow pace at 
which Tennessee has traveled, compared 
with the adjoining Synod of Appalachia. 
His words were received with good 
humor and it expected that a number of 
silent resolutions will move the synod 
upgrade during the next year. 


Montreat was discussed sufficiently to 
have an overture to the next Assembly 
adopted seeking an investigation of its 
organization and control, asking for 
payment of the expenses of trustees to 
the annual meeting and asking that an 
adequate number be set as a quorum. 

Mrs. Andrew Dale, chairman of the 
trustees of Nacome, synod conference 
grounds, was praised for her leadership 
in this enterprise and was granted per- 
mission to raise $30,000 for improve- 
ment of grounds and equipment. 

“A Program of Progress Committee 
for the Synod” was named to cooperate 
with the Assembly’s “Program of Pro- 
gress Committee” and to recommend a 
program for the synod for the next five 
years. G. A. Wilson, who has served for 
two years in something of an undefined 
capacity in home missions and other ac. 
tivities, had his work defined as synodi- 
cal executive, was instructed to move 
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his office to a more central location, and 
was provided additional funds for office 
expenses. 

A proposal to ordain laymen of un- 
usual ability without requiring a theo- 
logical course was defeated. Dissatis- 
faction with the usual programs of 
synod manifested itself in the appoint- 
ment of a committee to “streamline” 
the next session which may possibly be 
held at Southwestern in Memphis. 


Nashville Pastor Gets Headlines 
In Daily and Labor Newspapers 

Walter R. Courtney of Nashville’s 
First church made the front page of the 
Nashville Banner with a sermon on 
“Building a Better America.’’ In it he 
confessed: “I am weary of American 
defeatism and pessimism and self-abne- 
gation. I move that we cease emphasiz- 
ing our weaknesses and begin stressing 
our powers.” Citing the great danger 
in America today as not “Big Business 
but Big Government backed by Big 
Labor,” he attracted wide attention. 
The Banner’s publisher, James G. Stahl- 
man, using the entire front page edi- 
torial, described Dr. Courtenay as a man 
“‘who isn’t afraid to speak out in meet- 
ing when he knows he’s right . . .a 
real American.’”’ The Trades and Labor 
News felt differently. It said, ‘It is not 
often that a minister of the gospel has 
the temerity to set up himself as a grand 
combination of authority on American 
Governmental Procedure, American 
Politics, Amefican History, American 
Industry, American Labor, American 
Agriculture, and even un-American 
Practices . . . Dr. Courtenay bears 
down much more heavily on alleged 
wrong-doers in Labor’s ranks tnan those 
in any other group.” So Nashville 
preaching is not going into a vacuum! 


THOMAS C. BARR. 
Nashville. . 





SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 





Correspondents from the various synods 
for the year are listed below. Items of 
more than local significance should be 
reported to them for possible inclusion in 
news letters before the dates indicated: 


Alabama, 
Dec. 10. 
Appalachia, E. Ashby Johnson, Brevard, 
N. €.. Get. 90. 
Mes - nee Cc. D. Wardlaw, Little Rock. 


ec. 17. 
Florida, J. C. Frist, Tampa, Jan. 7. 
, Georgia, John McMullen, Milledgeville, 
Jec, 34. 

Kentucky, R. J. Hunter, Jr., Louisville, 
Nov. 12. 
0 a W. L. McLeod, Lake Charles, 
Nov. 5. 

Mississippi, Tom B. Anderson, McComb, 
Dec, 31. 

Missouri, B. A. MclIlhany, 
deau, Dec. 31. 

North Carolina, E. J. Arnold, Durham, 
Nov. 5. 

Oklahoma, 
Nov. 19. 
Snedecor, Moses James, Florence, S. C., 
Dec. 24. 

South Carolina, E. G. Lilly, Charleston, 
Dec. 17. 

Tennessee, T. C. Barr, Nashville, Nov. 26. 

Texas, Thomas W. Currie, Ft. Worth, 
Nov. 26. 
Virginia, Z. V. Roberson, Roanoke, Dec. 


"West Virginia, W. J. B. Livingston, Lo- 
gan, Dec. 8. 


Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer, 


Cape Girar- 


Frank M. Taylor, Durant, 
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MESSAGE TO OUR CHURCHES: 
A The crisis of humanity mounts with each passing 

day. The fabric of our society, weakened by years 
of global war, 1s pelng torn asunder by growing conflict 
between two worlds. The tensions between the Soviet 
and Western powers dim the prospects for just or durable 
peace settlements, and heighten the terrible insecurity 
of this atomic age. Before the task of world reconstruc- 
tion has really begun, the great powers are showing 
through competition in armaments a fear and distrust of 
each other, which, if unchecked, may lead to new war. 
Fear and frustration mark the mood of the peoples. Truly, 
this is a time of testing for the family of nations, and for 
the churches of Christ in every land. 

The Christian witness in the world of nations is a chal- 
lenge to governments and peoples. Unless there is a moral 
transformation in the hearts of individuals and in so- 
ciety, the seeds of pride and selfishness will surely produce 
the bitter fruit of a new and more terrible war. Our 
churches have stated this truth repeatedly. The passage of 
time has only made more clear its validity. If there is 
to be sufficient world order to prevent chaos, international 
relations must be changed at their source—in the spirit 
of man. There is no substitute for a fundamental conver- 
sion of attitudes. 


Opportunity in United Nations 


The building of the United Nations as a method for 
constructive cooperation is of utmost importance in the 
struggle for a just and durable peace. It offers a favorable 
opportunity peacefully to adjust conflicting interests, to 
review and revise unjust conditions in the peace settle- 
ments, to further human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
to control weapons of mass destruction, to concert the ef- 
forts of humanity on the tremendous tasks of reconstruc- 
tion. But the United Nations organization is built upon 
the premise of international fellowship. It is a mechan- 
ism which can be used, neglected or misused. If it is to 
be used successfully, the nations must find a new loyalty 
to all humanity above their separate loyalties, and a com- 
mon foundation of moral principles beneath their conflict- 
ing philosophies. Unless there is such a conversion of at- 
titudes, all plans for peace are doomed to tragic failure. 
This warning must be taken to heart by the churches of 
Christ and by the nations of men. 

The Christian witness for world order is also a message 
of hope. This is God’s world and he has not forsaken it. 
In Jesus Christ he has revealed for all time his infinite 
love. No matter how dark the prospects for mankind may 
seem, the Christian, knowing God and his justice and his 
mercy, will not despair. The Christian knows that man 
is called to a higher destiny. He knows that God’s help 
is ever available to those who turn to him with penitent 
hearts. He knows that God’s righteous will shall yet be 
done on earth. Therefore, ke finds sure grounds of confi- 
dence despite great peril. In the midst of preparations 
for war, made more fearful by new weapons, there is still 
the real possibility that humanity may gain the vision and 
will to turn back from disaster before it is too late. Out 
of the depths, men can turn in hope and confidence to God: 


Call to the Churches 


In this great crisis of our world, the responsibility rest- 
ing upon the churches of Christ is particularly great, for 
the leadership which is required above all is a moral and 
spiritual leadership. If the Christian community and its 
members should fail to serve in the forefront of this strug- 
gle, we would be disloyal to the obligations of our faith. 
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The Churches and World Order 


Message of the Federal Council of Churches for World Order Day, November 10 


It is imperative that we, as Christian citizens, become 
more informed about the bases of peace and take an active 
part in the shaping of foreign policy, by expressing 
clearly, each in accordance with his own conscience, ap- 
proval or disapproval of measures proposed. 

It is imperative that we join with fellow Christians in 
the corporate world order programs of our churches to 
mobilize the Christian world community for action, and 
to project Christian principles into the peace settlements 
and the United Nations. 

It is imperative that we stand steadfast against all reck- 
less efforts to solve the tensions of our times by violent 
means as well as against any weak surrender to these ten- 
sions in the form of defeatism and despair. 

It is imperative that we build up and sensitize the moral 
conscience of the people and a will to peace with justice 
which is both patient and persistent. 

It is imperative that we intensify our efforts in every 
field for the establishment of a @eeper sense of brother- 
hood, through sacrificial giving to help heal the wounds 
of the world, through more thorough education for loyalty 
to humanity, through more devoted support of the mission- 
ary enterprise, through clearer manifestation of the Chris- 
tian faith in our daily lives. 


Response of the Christian 


Let the churches of Christ, in world-wide fellowship, 
respond to the present crisis in a manner worthy of our 
heritage and consonant with our faith. Let us seek God’s 
help in presenting the Christian witness for world order. 


God of all nations, Father of mankind, we would serve 
Thee more worthily in the establishment of a world of 
peace and justice for all Thy children. We confess that 
our visions have been limited, our wills have been often 
weak, and our efforts have been inadequate. We acknowl- 
edge that the grave crisis of the world is partly of our 
making. We have wandered from Thee. In penitence, 
we would commit our wills to Thy holy will. In humil- 
ity, we turn to Thee for help. Enlarge our visions, that 
we may see more clearly the needs of humanity and the 
ways by which we, in our several walks of life, may help 
to meet those needs. Strengthen our wills that we may 
in quiet confidence persist in the life-long task of building 
world order. Reinforce our endeavors for a just and last- 
ing peace, we beseech Thee, that out of our weak efforts 
may yet come great good for Thy Kingdom. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. AMEN. 





MACHINES IN THE COTTON FIELDS 


HERE ARE serious human problems involved 

in the mechanization of cotton production—farmers 

pushed off the land, the closing out of some local 
schools and churches, the migration of families to new 
areas, and the painful business of learning to live in a 
strange environment. Some local and distant em- 
ployers may take advantage of the plight of these dis- 
placed people by offering work at very low wages. These 
are real problems, but let’s not let ourselves overlook the 
equally important fact that great human problems have 
been involved in the very lack of mechanization of cotton 
production—small farms, low incomes, child labor, irregu- 
lar school attendance, poor housing, credit farming, ex- 
cessive soil depletion, inadequate medical care for a great 
proportion of the lower-income families. The real 
problem involved here is that of securing a wider spread 
of the social and economic benefits of modern machinery 
and technology.—ARTHUR RAPER, in ‘Machines in the 
Cotton Fields,’”’ New South, September. 
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**We Commit Ourselves”’ 


Findings of the National Conference of Young Churchmen 


EDITORS’ NOTE—In early September 350 young men, 
all of them under 30 and 90 per cent of them veterans, met 
at Lakeside, Ohio, in a National Conference of Young 
Churchmen (THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, Sept. 24). 
When their conference closed, instead of presenting the_ 
usual type of “findings’’ with a full complement of recom- 
mendations, these young men said, ‘‘We commit ourselves. 
a .” Their highly significant paper appears on this page. 
Twelve Southern Presbyterian ‘“‘young churchmen” at- 
tended the conference. 


S YOUNG CHURCHMEN we declare ourselves to be 

men of faith—faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of 

God who came that we might have life. We believe 
in the church as the “Body of Christ” on earth which 
in its nature is universal, embracing all those who accept 
and follow him. We confess our individual sins and seek 
the redeeming grace of our Lord and Savior. It is with 
the deepest sense of humility and feeling of responsibility 
that we thus commit ourselves to Christian action on the 
human problems facing the church. A great value of our 
faith lies in the challenge which it presents to us as Chris- 
tians. Our faith makes us secure in accepting this chal- 
lenge and it is through the bonds of friendship that we 
dedicate ourselves to our task. 


I. Personal Spiritual Growth 


1. Because there is a special need today to revitalize 
Christian personality as a dynamic force in the world, WE 
COMMIT OURSELVES: 

(1) To make a personal dedication to the Will of God, 
and to develop to the best of our ability the qualities of 
life made evident in the life and teachings of Jesus; 

(2) To prepare ourselves for discipleship by study, prayer 
and worship, to the end that in living a seven-day-a-week 
faith we may make our most eloquent witness; 

(3) To assume unfailing personal responsibility for the 
needs fo the world about us, evidencing our concern 
through aid to our neighbors, by sharing our personal 
faith, in the acceptance of leadership responsibilities, and 
in our personal interest in increasing the effectiveness of 
the total church program. 


II. Within the Local Church 


1. WE COMMIT OURSELVES to a reexamination of the 
whole church program, seeking to make all phases of its 
work more vital. 

2. We commit ourselves to aid the church in reaching 
non-church and delinquent church groups by (1) encour- 
aging visitation evangelism; (2) encouraging pastoral call- 
ing; (3) supporting a follow-up program for members who 
are new in the church; (4) seeking to interest groups as 
well as individuals; (5) making an example of our lives 
in the practice of Christian ideals. 

3. We commit ourselves to give support to an effective 
church training and education program, using every mod- 
ern technique, in the areas of (1) lay leadership training; 
(2) the nature, history and organization of the church; 
(3) parent education; (4) counseling of youth in prepara- 
tion for marriage; (5) personal and family counseling. 

4. We commit ourselves to the use of worship as a pri- 
mary means of providing the resources of power necessary 
for vital Christian living. 

5. We commit ourselves to the development of an ade- 
quate program for young people of all ages within the 
church and throughout the community. 

6. We commit ourselves to an effort to abolish vice and 
crime and control the liquor traffic by (1) appealing to local 
authorities; (2) encouraging community pride; (3) posi- 
tive secular and Christian education. 

7. We commit ourselves to the following church policy: 
a system of rotation providing for change in the mem- 
bership of official boards, including youth. 





8. We commit ourselves to the adequate financial sup- 
port of the church. 


Tif. Through the Church and Community 


1. WE COMMIT OURSELVES to: 

(1) making our churches centers of the social activities 
of the community which will serve the basic needs of our 
people, always keeping in mind the real spiritual purpose 
of the Christian Church; 

(2) the church-sponsored training of laymen for com- 
munity service; 

(3) making our churches conscious of the needs of the 
community; 

(4) the promotion of community recreation; 

(5) a determined effort to bring the teaching of religion 
into the curriculum of the public schools; 

(6) the application of the Christian gospel, with its 
affirmation of human brotherhood, to the problem of ra- 
cial discrimination. We commit ourselves therefore to the 
removal of race discrimination, to taking the lead as young 
churchmen in the formation of interracial community coun- 
cils, to taking affirmative action in local situations, and 
to seeking equalization of educational opportunity for all 
races; 

(7) developing cooperative united church channels for 
effective community action and to encourage church union 
where possible in over-churched communities; 

(8) the promotion of adequate economic opportunity for 
all races; 

(9) take every opportunity to advance the Christian ethic 
in the community by adequate acceptance and presenta- 
tion of the Christian gospel. 


IV. In the Wider Community 


1. WE COMMIT OURSELVES with fresh vigor and in- 
spiration to the task of interpreting and applying our faith 
to all those affairs of the national and world-wide com- 
munity that effect the brotherhood of man: 

(1) to support the total church in fulfilling its pro- 
phetic role; 

(2) to support the spirit of cooperation in the present 
United Nations and recommend the transfer of some ma- 
jor elements of national sovereignty to a world organiza- 
tion as soon as possible so that the principle of universal 
brotherhood may be better served; 

(3) to persistent prayer for lasting peace supplemented 
by Christian action in its behalf; 

(4) to interdenominational efforts at all levels, believing 
that our local churches and all Protestantism will be 
strengthened if we speak with a united voice in matters 
of common interest; 

(5) to secure information and direction leading to con- 
sistent, constructive, Christian policies regarding those 
areas of racial and religious tensions that seem to be in- 
creasing; 

(6) to improve the relations of labor and management: 

(7) to the support of missionary work. 


WE FURTHER COMMIT OURSELVES 

(1) to look for creative methods of implementing the 
missionary and evangelistic efforts of the church at home 
and abroad through the application of Christian principles 
in all channels of life; 

(2) to seek all means whereby we can gain greater un- 
derstanding of the problems of foreign countries, by pro- 
moting exchange of young churchmen between nations, By 
the study and appreciation of the culture, literature, art 
and music of these foreign neighbors; 

(3) to support the efforts by which provision is made for 
the development of an adequate program for training Prot- 
estant ministers with the highest possible qualifications 
including (a) spiritual dedication; (b) liberal education; 
(c) understanding of the life and needs of the community. 
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A Professor Replies 


An Open Letter to a Freshman’s Mother 


College Town, October, 1946 


Y DEAR FRIEND: 

Your letter about your son 
touched all of us deeply (THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, Oct. 7) 
and I want you to know that we ap- 
preciate it. I only wish that some 
better man might speak for all profes- 
sors, and that you spoke for all mothers. 
We have to take what material the ad- 
missions office sends us; we cannot make 
ivory carvings out of clay. So we are 
glad when a letter like your comes in, 
for it testifies that you have well begun 

what it is our hope well to continue. 

We share your ambitions, we unite 
in your aims. You have put into good 
words a good hope. We here are com- 
mitted to the ideal of a whole man— 
pody, mind and spirit; we believe in 
religion that illumines and integrates 
life, we do not think well of intellectual 
skills which are not undergirt by Chris- 
tian character nor undedicated to Chris- 
tian purposes. And we are happy that 
you have set your son thus far on his 
way. We believe that the fervent 
prayers of righteous mothers avail 
much. 


However, we think you magnify too 
greatly our place in your boy’s educa- 
tion. You know he will not see us very 
often, as compared with the time he 
will spend with other people. Even if 
we were as good and noble as you could 
possibly wish, individually and collec- 
tively ours is only one of many influ- 
ences playing on that boy’s mind and 
life. He will be moulded by his room- 
mate, his classmates, his fraternity 
brothers perhaps . . the Seniors, for 
example. Never in all his life will any 
class of persons seem quite so wise and 
powerful as the Seniors now here do to 
the average Freshman. He is likely to 
be influenced far more by campus 
opinion than by what he hears in the 
classroom, If he goes out for athletics 
the coach will probably know him better 
than any of us, for the coach will have 
him under his eye two hours a day 
while none of the rest of us will see 
him more than three hours a week, 


Nevertheless, when all is said and 
done, we professors do have a respon- 
sibility, and I would not have you think 
we are trying to shirk it. None of us 
can love your boy as you do, but it may 
turn out—for it has happened before— 
that we may come to understand him 
even better than you. We have a privi- 
lege no mother has—we have been boys 
ourselves, some of us not so long ago, 
either. We can remember quite well 
what it was to feel oneself a man but 
to be treated like a boy. Not one of us, 
no matter how learned, will ever again 
feel so wise and able as he felt at the 
age of seventeen. We shall be patient 
with your son, knowing that he is trying 


his best to be patient with us. We know 
how you feel about leaving him with 
strangers, even respectable strangers. 
Many of us have sons of our own, some 
in school, some in college. We have 
seen our own boys go off and we have 
wondered about their teachers as you 
wonder about us. Our own wives, for 
the most part, are women who like your- 
self have given up degrees and careers 
to give themselves to the greater career 
of motherhood. 

Some of us remember his father at 
his age, and can understand him the 
better for that, and some of us perhaps 
remember you when you used to visit 
our campus—how recent it seems!—-on 
festive occasions. So, knowing you 
both, we can understand him much 
better than he understands us. We can 
see him in perspective. We have been 
at this business long enough to be able 
to picture your son as he will be ten, 
twenty years hence, We shall not please 
him all the time, he will complain about 
us, and he may even complain most 
bitterly when we are doing him the most 
good. You picked a college where there 
is a tradition of hard work, a college 
therefore whose influence far outreaches 
its numbers. And when we are putting 
him to work he may not always ap- 
preciate it. But we all agree that our 
duty is not to the boy that he is, but to 
the man that he will be. We shall not 
ask, Does he thank us now? but, Will 
he be grateful twenty years from now? 
Our real patrons, after all, are not these 
students in our classes, they are not 
even the parents, they are the men your 
boys, and ours, will be. That they may 
“grow up in all things into Him” is our 
prayer not less than your own. 

Sincerely, 

ONE OF MANY WHO WILL 
TEACH YOUR SON. 





One of the illusions is that the present 
hour is not the critical, decisive hour. 
Write it on your heart that every day 
is the best day in the year.—Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. 





Our Trust Department facilities are 
especially valuable in these days of 
complicated taxes and estate proce- 
dure. It will cost you nothing but 
your time to discuss your problem 
with our Trust Officers. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


JOHN M. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 


H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 


Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 








Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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W. Va. Synod Wants 
‘Joints’ Eliminated 


In West Virginia’s synod meeting re- 
cently in South Charleston particular in- 
terest was displayed in seeing the forces 
of the church do something about social 
and moral evils of the community and 
state. The synod adopted an overture 
from Kanawha Presbytery petitioning 
members of the state legislature to take 
steps looking toward the elimination of 
roadside and city establishments—beer 
joints—where young people congregate, 
at least toward making possible local 
control of such centers (communities 
cannot now put them out if they de- 
sire); the synod called for support of 
law enforcement officers in correcting 
evil conditions; but it declared that such 
steps would be only the beginning— 
that the church must help to build a 
better brand of home life and must lead 
the way in providing constructive re- 
creation centers in the community as it 
continued its fulltime evangelistic ac- 
tivity. 

The synod deplored immoral condi- 
tions as reported in the army and navy 
and asked U. S. senators and represen- 
tatives to do something about them; it 
sent communications to senators and 
representatives, again, vigorously op- 
posing any provision of public funds for 
parochial education. One overture, 
asking the Assembly to investigate con- 
ditions at Montreat, it did not adopt 
in view of the action of nine other 
synods ahead of it. 

These West Virginia Presbyterian 
leaders heard of deplorable practices in 
the treatment of young people confined 
in state correctional and penal institu- 
tions and ordered that the facts be as- 
certained and provided for the guidance 
of pastors and sessions. 

With a record attendance of 104 the 
synod welcomed nineteen new ministers 
—nearly one-fourth—who had begun 
work in West Virginia during the past 
year. President Lacy of Union Semi- 
nary pointed out to the synod that it is 
receiving more ministers from the semi- 
nary than it is sending to it, as he noted 
trends in various parts of the church 
and the great need for more ministerial 
candidates. 

Aubrey N. Brown, editor of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, was mod- 
erator, succeeding J. M. McNair. Next 
year synod will meet in June in joint 
sessicn with the Presbyterian, USA, 
synod at Davis and Elkins College, an 
institution supported by both Presby- 
terian bodies. 





Charlotte, N. C.—The North Carolina 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
at its annual session here adopted a 
resolution recognizing the right of labur 
to organize and asking ministers to 
study conditions of labor and wages. A 
study of management and labor also 
was asked. 









































































we Presbuteri 
Outlook 


Established 1819 


AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor and Manager 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 
Associate Editors 
J. M. Alexander Ansley C. Moore 
Wm. Crowe, Jr. Charles Pratt 
K. J. Foreman J. Calvin Reid 
J. W. Jackson Holmes Rolston 
J. H. Marion, Jr Mrs. J. N. Thomas 
Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Contributing Editors 
Wallace M. Alston Harris E. Kirk 
D. Maurice Allan Albert Kissling 
W yndhamB.BlantonGeorge Lang 
Marion A. Boggs Julian Price Love 
Frank H. Caldwell F. L. McCluer 
S. A. Cartledge P. D. Miller 
J. Harry Cotton Cc. Ellis Nelson 
J. R. Cunningham Dunbar H. Ogden 
D. H.Edington S. R. Oglesby 
W. M. Elliott, Jr. Frank W. Price 
Felix B. Gear W. E. Price 
B. Frank Hall J. A. Redhead 
Mrs. 'E. F. Horine Charles G. Rose 
Karl G. Hudson David H. Scanlon 
Margaret M. Jacobs Lewis J. Sherrill 
Ilion T. Jones Henry Louis Smith 
Charles L. King Russell C. Stroup 
Laurence F. Kinney George Summey 


Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 
The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1837) 
The Southetn Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 
The Seuthwestern Presbyterian (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (1892) 
The Presbyterian of the South (1909) 
Printed by Richmond Press, Governor 
Street. 
Served by 
Service. 
Subscription—$3.00 a year. 
Editorial and Business Offices 
Room 203, 13 North Fifth Street 
Telephone 2-9492 





(RNS) Religious News 








Richmond 19, Virginia 





EDITORIAL 





Let’s Use Our College Professors 


When Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., re- 
cently made his first address as the new 
rector of the University of Virginia, he 
said many challenging and inspiring 
things. We do not mean to discuss them 
here, but we do mean to focus attention 
upon one statement which could easily 
be overlooked: 


“Every opportunity should be given 
the faculty to serve in various capacities 
as consultants, research experts and ad- 
visors to national and local government, 
public institutions, labor and industry. 
It is only thus that the faculty can be- 
come a radiating center of practical and 
intellectual service to the world about 
us.”’ 


Some educational institutions—not- 
ably the University of North Carolina— 
have taken bold steps forward along this 
line. No doubt others will do so. Our 
concern, however, differs from but 
parallels that of Mr. Stettinius. It is 
based upon the present disastrous waste 
of mental and spiritual power in the 
church in our failure to use, among 
others, the Christian men and women 
who teach in our church-related col- 


leges and in state and independent in- 
stitutions. So far as we are concerned, 
we are thinking about the Presbyterians, 
of whom we do not begin to make ade- 
quate or intelligent use, 


This is no new idea with us; we have 
been troubled about it for a long while. 
Indeed, we have attempted to discover, 
for one thing, just how many professors 
there are within Southern Presbyterian 
borders who are related to our church 
and we have learned that there are more 
than 1,000. 

What we are failing to do as we 
neglect to use their training and skills 
we are also doing in most other direc- 
tions, For example, we do not use 
physicians, nurses, lawyers, architects, 
social workers, public relations experts, 
newspaper and advertising men and a 
long list of others in ways in which they 
could contribute greatly to the church’s 
program. Here, however, we are think- 
ing simply of one group—college and 
university professors. 

This criticism does not stand when 
we think of professors in our theological 
seminaries for they have been abun- 
dantly used in many ways throughout 
the church’s history, but, except for 
these, we have impoverished ourselves 
by failing to draw upon even those men 
and women who are in our church col- 
leges as we might have done. 

What could they do, as you conceive 
it? someone pertinently asks. And the 
answer is: They could do for and in 
the church what they are trained to do 
and deeply interested in doing; they 
could draw on their particular store- 
house of knowledge to enrich our under- 
standing of the gospel; they could bring 
their skills to bear upon our church 
program; they could be our “brain 
trust’’; they could help us get the facts 
in many a case; they could be wise 
counselors, consultants and guides; they 
could help us seek to be objective as we 
try to look at our institutions and 
agencies, not only from the point of view 
of the minister but also from the point 
of view of a world situation and how 
we are meeting it. 

For one thing, every synod could well 
use its ‘“‘brain trust,” made up of Pres- 
byterian professors in all the institu- 
tions of higher learning within its 
bounds, in studying social and moral 
problems peculiar to that synod. These 
men and women, with their thoroughly 
Christian convictions, would be the best 
possible ones to lead the way in such 
studies. 

The church has resources it has not 
even begun to use. When it gives its 
people a chance to participate at the 
heart of its program and in the develop- 
ment of its policies not only will it find 
programs and policies on a higher plane, 
it will also find a far greater interest on 
the part of many who now are kept out 
on the fringes of the church’s life. 


What do you think about it? 
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(FOR ONE THING: Will someone 
in our Southern Presbyterian communi- 
ties please mail to us a list, giving name 
and address, of all Presbyterians on the 
faculties of the respective preparatory 
school, college or university in each 
community?) 


GUEST EDITORS 





Amnesty for COs 


It is not easy to decide what is just 
treatment of conscientious objectors in 
time of war, nevertheless we do have 
to play fair with citizens who honestly 
believe that it is wrong to take up arms 
or to aid others in doing so. Where the 
honesty has been established by po- 
sitions taken in time of peace prison 
sentences are both futile and unjust. 
The freedom of the private conselence 
is the very soul of democracy. We be- 
lieve that the Writers’ Committee for 
Amnesty (the 139 writers who recently 
sent an amnesty plea of President Tru- 
man), whose members show a wide 
spread of political opinion, has a good 
case. We cannot consistently free po- 
litical prisoners in Germany and Japan 
and continue to penalize them here.— 
New York Times editorial. 


Over a year after the end of the 
war 1,500 conscientious objectors are 
still in prison and another 4,500 are 
still deprived of civil rights as released 
felons. This is a sadly undemocratic 
record, and the repeated amnesty ap- 
peals to President Truman from such 
organizations as the Federal Council of 
Churches, the Committee for Amnesty, 
the Civil Liberties Union and a large 
group of authors ought to be heeded. 

Among the 1,500 still in prison, no 
doubt a few belong there, but only a 
few. England has kept only 13 behind 
bars. Surely we ought to be able to 
be just as tolerant of minority views.— 
Boston Herald editorial. 


Luce on Missions 


The Christianity of the missionary 
does not make sense to the modern 
world, but the works of Christian mis- 
sionaries do. Here, if ever there was 
one, is a sign of the times. It points to 
an urgent and challenging situation. 


Millions of Americans want the be- 
neficent works and spirit of Christianity 
but not the faith. But a faithless Chris- 
tianity saves neither man nor nation. 


China stands on the threshold of a 
new era. The missionary goes there 
today with a new reason for hope. 

—HENRY R. LUCE, the son of Pres- 
byterian missionaries to China, now 
owner of Time, Life and Fortune, in an 
address to 400 missionaries ready to 
sail to the Orient from San Francisco. 
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THE MURDEROUS SOUTH 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 











“Thou shalt not kill.”.—Ex. 20:13. 


est murder rate of any city in the 

nation, and Charlotte, N. C., is 
second, According to figures published 
by the F. B. I., Knoxville with 111,000 
people had 19 murders between January 
1 and June 30 of this year, while Char- 
lotte in the same period, with 100,000 
people, had fourteen homicides. Com- 
pare totals (not averages) from other 
cities: Boston seven, Buffalo five, Den- 
ver 13, Hartford four, Miami 10, Newark 
10, Pittsburg 16, San Antonio 14, San 
Francisco 16. If New York had had as 
many murders in proportion to its pop- 
ulation as Charlotte, there would have 
been 980 murders in that metropolis 
instead of 160; or if on the other hand 
Charlotte had had as few as New York 
in proportion, there would have been 
only two murders in Charlotte instead 
of 14. Chicago and San Antonio, for all 
their tough reputations, have murder 
rates only about a third that of Char- 
lotte’s. 


el TENN., has the high- 


From burglaries we are compara- 
tively free, only 24 states having a 
better record than the Carolinas; in 
robberies and car thefts the South has 
a record only slightly worse than the 
national average; but in murders Dixie 
leads the land. The five states with the 
highest percentages of “aggravated as- 
sault,” that is, with intent to kill—are 
all in the South: North Carolina first 
with 253 offenses per 100,000, Alabama 
a poor second with only 119 cases per 
100,000; then in order, Mississippi 
(112.5), Virginia (105), Florida (85.9), 
and South Carolina (75.7). The na- 
tional average for aggravated assault is 
31.9. The most murderous states are 
all in the South likewise: (1) Alabama, 
with 11.99 murders per 100,000 people, 
(2) Georgia, with 11.33, (3) North 
Carolina with 11, (4) Tennessee with 
10.55, (5) Mississippi with 9.54, (6) 
Virginia with 9.03, (7) South Carolina 
with 8.85. The sun over Dixie shines 
down on a murderous land. 


HY? 

We cannot blame “foreign 
elements’”’ in the population, for 

Dixie is precisely the section that boasts 
the highest percentage of native Ameri- 
cans. We dare not blame the Catholics, 
for this region is Protestant. It can- 
not be the fault of modernist ideas, for 
Knoxville and Charlotte might almost 
claim to be the Mecca and Medina of 
fundamentalism. It is scarcely the 
fault of the Negroes, otherwise cities 
and states deepest in the black belt 
would have the highest murder rates, 
and this is not the case. Nor can we 
lay the blame on the climate, although, 


of course, climate has something to do 
with it. In the hotter climates all over 
the world, crimes against the person— 
assault and murder for instance—pre- 
ponderate, while in the colder climates 
crimes against property are more com- 
mon. If the human race in North 
America were wiped out by some con- 
tinental catastrophe and repopulated 
again by invaders from lands of the 
parka or the lava-lava, if you came back 
in three thousand years you would still 
find the inhabitants, of whatever race, 
who live along latitude N. 35 more 
murderous in general than those living 
along latitude N. 45. Climate (includ- 
ing heat and humidity) does have some- 
thing to do with it, but not everything; 
otherwise Charlotte would have a higher 
murder rate than Knoxville, and Louisi- 
ana than North Carolina, 

Are there human, curable reasons for 
the deadly dominance of Dixie? All 
that can be said about superhuman 
forces of evil may be quite true, but 
that does not excuse us from responsi- 
bility. Does the devil hate Knoxville 
more than Charlotte? Does he have a 
special grudge against North Carolina 
that he does not have against South 
Carolina? No, we must sit soberly down 
and try to find reasons which we can 
clearly see and understand, otherwise 
we shall go right on being the most 
homicidal region of the North American 
continent. 


Other states may speak for them- 
selves, but here in North Carolina there 
is at least one reason which is fairly 
plain. Most of the victims are Negroes, 
and “the courts’? (comments the Char- 
lotte Observer) ‘‘seem to be particularly 
indifferent to Negro murders, for seldom 
is the killing of a Negro, either by a 
white man or another Negro, punished 
with the death sentence.”’ 


courts could never continue with- 

out the support of the public in 
general. No court or system of courts 
can long successfully flout public opin- 
ion. The ugly fact is that the important 
people, the people whose influence makes 
public opinion, have done nothing effec- 
tive to change the indifference of the 
great majority—which in this state 
means the white race—to the taking of 
life, if that life be clad in a dark skin. 
This attitude of indifference can spring 
only from a deeper source: contempt. 


A GAIN, WHY? This leniency of the 





DID YOU KNOW 


—that the 637 outpost Sunday 
schools enrolling 36,439 pupils in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church 
last year were located in the follow- 
ing synods: 
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By R. L. ST. CLAIR ? 











Jesus puts his finger on the trouble 
when speaking about this same problem, 
Murder is a sin, and so is anger. This 
we all admit; but Jesus probed deeper 
yet. A man who calls his brother a fool, 
a man who speaks to another in con- 
tempt, is just as much in danger of the 
hell of fire (said Jesus) as the man who 
swings the killer’s knife. Contempt 
leads to murder, for it is the atmosphere 
in which murder becomes easy and 
seems to be inoffensive. 

You may think that personally you 
harbor contempt for no man, Do not 
be sure of that until you have given 
yourself a test. The next time you read 
about the violent death of some one 
(and if you live in the South it will not 
be long), see how you feel about it. Do 
you “skip it’? Do you think, “Only a 
stranger, only a tramp, only a Negro’? 
Do you pass up the facts about sudden 
death in the South with the comfortable 
feeling that, after all, these are prob- 
ably murders of people who don’t 
amount to much? Then you are guilty 
of contempt, and God knows it if you 
do not. 

Many persons wonder why our prayers 
for a gracious revival have so far not 
been answered. Is one reason for God’s 
silence to be found here? ‘Though you 
make many prayers, I will not hear,” 
said God to a great church-going city 
long ago; “your hands are full of 
blood.”’ 








St. Catherine’ s 


An Episcopal country school. Grad- 
uates in leading eastern colleges. Also 
general course. Music and Art. Fire- 
proof buildings. Riding and other out- 
door activities all year. Pool. 
Founded 1890. 

Mrs, Jeffrey R. Brackett, Headmistress 








Box Z, Richmond, Va. 





GREENBRIER COLLEGE 


Two years college preparatory and two years standard 
college work. Founded 1812. Art, Music, Dramatic Art, 
Secretarial. Exceptional social, recreational advantages. 
Modern fireproof dormitory. 
French W. Thompson, President 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginia 
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At all bookstores 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


A splendid gift book 
that brings hope as well 
as reading pleasure 


By Unknown 


Ways 


By W. G. BRANCH. Here is a book of hope, rather than 
of pity; of inspiration rather than of sympathy. By re- 
counting experiences of well known people who have 
won magnificent triumphs over their handicaps, the 
author points the way to similar victories for others. A 
book that can (and should) be given to every handi- 
capped person — without embarrassment to the giver or 
the recipient. Just published, $1.50 


“A treasury of devotion...” 


Five Minutes a Day 


Compiled by ROBERT E. SPEER. Prayers, Bible verses 
and poems for our daily moments of prayer and quiet 
thought. “A beautiful and enriching treasury of devo- 
tion. All will discover in it a true means of communion 
with God.” — Henry Sloane Coffin $1.00 





THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Phila., Penna. 
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School 


Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 


—concerning wilis there are 
many provisions, but one pro- 
vision of especial importance 


is this: 


Only by a will can the choice 
of an executor be made. 


Make a will and name the 


Virginia Trust Company 
THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 





GEO. O. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education. 
Babun Gap, Ga. 











Worship Folders 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 

Catalog and samples upon request. 
Get your copy today! 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
Louisville 12, Ky. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


$100,000 Gift Gets 
Belhaven Drive Going 


Mississippi News Letter 





Belhaven’s $500,000 campaign has 
been given a real boost by an anony- 
mous gift of $100,000. Former Gover- 
nor Hugh White of Columbia has been 
chosen as chairman of the campaign 
committee. Plans call for an effort to 
raise $200,000 in the City of Jackson 
in the winter and spring of 1947, with 
synod’s campaign to begin next July 1. 
President Gillespie is confident the half- 
million dollar goal will be reached. 


Large Shipment of Farm Animals 
Ties Mississippi to Needs of Greece 


With the encouragement of Governor 
Thomas L. Bailey, Mississippians have 
given 1,680 farm animals to UNRRA for 
war-torn Greece. The churches of the 
state played a prominent part in making 
this possible. Ioannes Alfendakis, di- 
rector of the Panhellenic Confederation 
of Agriculture Cooperatives in Greece, 
said to R. M. Coman, agricultural ex- 
tension agent of Hazelhurst, “The Greek 
farmers will always cherish the warmest 
affection and gratitude for the people of 
your state in appreciation of these fine 
animals. . . We are deeply touched.” 
C. N. Gerald, Pike County cattleman, 
told the Presbyterian men’s club in Mc- 
Comb, “Time will tell of the influence 
for Christ which this gift will have upon 
the people of Greece.”’ 


New Church Begun in Jackson 
Enlisting Strong Support 


Westminster Chapel in Jackson 
opened on a recent Sunday looking 
toward the organization of a new church 
under the leadership of John Robert 
Smith, former pastor at Lexington, 
Miss., and more recently an army chap- 
lain. The chapel has been built and 
paid for by the city’s Presbyterian 
churches and one of the most prominent 
business firms in the state contributed 
the lot. A number of local business 
men have purchased a house to be used 
aS a Manse. Prospects for the develop- 
ment of a strong and growing church 
are good. 


Here and There 


Marie Gibert has come from the First 
church, Fayetteville, N. C., to become 
extension worker for the synod. . > 
The Hazlehurst church is proud of its 
new carillonic bells given as a memorial 
by R. D. Sanders, prominent Mississippi 
industrialist. . Marsh Callaway of 
Columbia promoted the teaching of 
Bible in the public schools of his com- 
munity with local pastors taking turns 
as instructors. . McComb Presby- 


terians have raised $15,000, establishing 
two scholarships at Southwestern in 
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memory of their late pastor Charles E. 
Guice. 


TOM B. ANDERSON. 
McComb. 


Lay Leader in Appalachia Says 
Presbyterians Have Plenty of Money 


Presbyterians have plenty of money 
to support their educational institutions, 
according to Herbert E. King, leading 
layman in Appalachia Synod, at the 
synod’s recent meeting in the First 
church, Bristol, ‘‘Don’t listen to the 
hard luck stories of your officers and 
businessmen when you approach them 
for funds,’® he advised. ‘‘They will tell 
you about taxes and high operating 
costs, but they are making more money 
than they ever made before in their 
lives. The louder they complain, the 
better business they are doing. I know 
because I’m one of them and can yell 
just as loud as any of the rest.” Mr. 
King submitted an optimistic account of 
the King College campaign. The initial 
objective of the campaign—$150,000 
endowment for the department of chem- 
istry—is in its final stages. First steps 
have already been taken toward the 
second objective, the establishment of a 
chair of business administration. 


Elections and appointments of par- 
ticular interest at the synod meeting in- 
cluded, T. P. Johnson, Kingsport, mod- 
erator; Ralph M. Llewellyn, Knoxville, 
stated clerk; R. W. Cousar of Chatta- 
nooga to succeed Robert King on the 
Assembly’s Committee on Cooperation 
and Union; R. C. Anderson to succeed 
himself as trustee of the Mountain Re- 
treat Association. 


S. H. Hay, Morristown minister, con- 
siders it certain that some form of term 
pastorate will be adopted by the church 
some day, but, he says, ‘‘Thank good- 
ness, I’ll have stepped out of the picture 
long before that time comes.’”’ In re- 
porting on the work of the Assembly’s 
committee, of which he is a member, 
Dr. Hay reviewed the factors which have 
led many to feel the need for some plan 
of limited term of service for a minister 
in a particular church. The plan now 
being studied has been submitted not 
as a final or satisfactory program but 
simply as a suggestion to encourage fur- 
ther discussion and advice. 

Appalachia seems about to follow the 
lead of several other synods in going on 
a self-entertaining basis. More than a 
little difficulty has been encountered in 
recent years in securing invitations for 
the annual meeting. In 1945 a report 
recommending that synod’s expenses be 
paid by per capita assessments rather 
than by the host church was approved 
and sent to the four presbyteries for 
action. The plan was approved again 
this year and will go into effect in 1948 
if the presbyteries continue to support 
the idea. 


E. ASHBY JOHNSON. 
Brevard, N. C. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. 8. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, llth, 12th grades, 
Veterans Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Vocational Courses prepare to operate 


own business. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 














1849—AUSTIN COLLEGE—1946 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension of the Church 
through Christian Education. You are invited to share in ite work. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Believes that 
Religion is a requisite of noble living. 





Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, President 








1837 1946 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 
A CHURCH RELATED, LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE 
THAT IS NON-SECTARIAN 
John R. Cunningham, President 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1946 


THE GOAL OF A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS TO 


Understand Civilization Past and Present 
Enlighten Action by Reasoned Principles 
Kindle Unselfish Desire to Serve God and Man 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President Hampden-Sydney, Va. 











SOUTHWESTERN 


AT MEMPHIS 
Stands for: ‘‘. . . Education brought to the highest point of 
development and efficiency and . . . shot through at every point 
with Christian principles.’’-—WOODROW WILSON. 
Register now for 1947-48. 
CHARLES E. DIEHL, President 
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TRAVELOG 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 





Angola, Portugese West Africa. 


E MISSED the Portugese plane 
and also a Swedish boat going 
to Lobita Bay and waited in 
vain at Point Noire. . . The only way 
we finally got a plane to Luanda was 
to be the official courier of the diplo- 
matic mail 
pouch for the 
United States 
Government. 
Did we feel im- 
portant to be 
delivering mail, 
officially, to the 
American Con- 
sul at Luanda? 
. Luanda is 
one of the most 
historic places in all of Africa. It was 
here that in May, 1854, Livingstone 
completed his famous trans-continental 
march. On the wharf at Luanda, as late 
as 1870, could still be seen the Bishop’s 
chair in which he sat and baptized by 
boatloads the wretched slaves as they 
were rowed alongside the ship. It is 
said that as many as 90 slave ships could 
be seen in this harbor at one time. 





* * * 


Dr. Bier taught me a_ wonderful 
spiritual lesson, for in our long auto 
journey across country for many days, 
whenever he found a hole in the road 
or rocks in the path, or a fallen tree 
along the way, he always got out and 
removed the obstacles and filled up the 
holes so those who followed wouldn't 
have a broken spring or a serious acci- 
dent. He left the road in better condi- 
tion than he found it. 


How we have prayed that these dear 
African friends might bow down their 
hearts before the Lord and give to him 
all their thanks, praise and adoration. 
In His name we have tried to leave a 
little feast for them—here a portion of 
salt for each, there a pig to be bar- 
becued, or some dried fish, or a cow to 
be killed for meat which they needed 
so much. In one place we were able to 
get lumps of maple sugar for each one— 
a rare treat. Most of the sick ones in 
this high and cold climate desperately 
need blankets. We have had to hold 
some of the meetings out-of-doors, so 
they could sit in the warm sunshine for 
the little dark mud chapels were too 
damp and cold. I felt ashamed, as I sat 
with both a sweater and a coat on, to 
see many with only a strip of bark cloth 
about their loins, shivering and naked. 
How needy they are, and how little we 
have done for them. Many Christian 
lads from distant villages are coming to 
Chissamba hospital to learn from Dr. 
Strangway how to give injections of 
chaulmoogra oil and then they are go- 
ing back to their villages, forming a tiny 
dispensary, and giving injections to 
those with leprosy in their districts. As 
I saw one of these lads, showing to us 
with pride his tiny, clean hut and his 
small table covered with white cloth, 
his sterile needles and bottles of medi- 
cine, I thought, “Boy, if everybody in 
the world were doing as much as you 
to eradicate leprosy from the earth, it 
would be eradicated.”” These boys re- 
ceive no pay, Their work is voluntary. 

+ * +. 

We are praying that these Africans 
may truly learn to save lives, and that 
doctors and nurses may be raised up 





THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 








Richmond—Phone 38-1808 


GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fil] your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


610 E. Broad Street 


Open All Night 








Home Office 





HOSPITALIZATION 


and Surgical Insurance 
Also Non-Cancellable Accident Policies for individuals, families and groups. 
Over 220,000 persons have bought Policies in this Company 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 


of Virginia, Incorporated. 
Richmond, Virginia 
Our policies are usable and goed in all licensed hospitals throughout the world. 





Write us for 
Information 
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among them to treat their own sick. 
Missionaries are scarce here as every- 
where, The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few. 
7 * * 
Leopoldville, Congo Belge. 
We have visited seven of our own 
Southern Presbyterian mission stations. 
In spite of our short stay, we managed 
to see hundreds of our beloved African 
friends and nearly all our missionary 
friends, new and old. . . Up to Leo- 
poldville we have traveled, in all, a con- 
servative estimate of 31,000 miles in 
25 countries. We have visited 55 lep- 
rosy colonies and seen approximately 
31,867 patients and in Africa, on this 
visit, we have seen 54 mission stations. 
. We left Leopoldville by plane for 
Stanleyville, 1,000 miles up the main 
branch of the Congo. . There we 
were met by Dr. Stanley Brown and Mr. 
Chesterton of the British Baptist Mis- 
sion at Yakusu. . . . The river approach 
is the only one to this very famous sta- 
tion. Medical and mission cars have to 
be parked in a garage some 40 miles 
away for there are no roads through the 
forest to the station. . . It is by far 
the most tropical mission station I have 
seen, . . . Best of all are those who are 
willing to give their lives for Christ in 
this place, a few miles from the Equator, 
hot and rainy all the year. And many 
have given their lives. A dozen have 
died in this service since it was founded 
in 1895. One of the finest medical 
schools in the Congo is here and a lep- 
rosy colony right across the river. We 
thank our Heavenly Father for the 
privilege of knowing these unheralded 
heroes and heroines hid amidst the 
tropical jungle of Congo’s Equator. 





If we put our dreams into realities in 
our youth, our realities will not let us 
down in our old age.—Norvin G. Mc- 
Granahan. 


Saws Book Siesee 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
beok in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
i Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Paul Champions Freedom and Brotherhood 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 3 


Acts 15:1-4, 22-31; Gal. 5:138-18. 


Paul and Barnabas left Antioch on 
their first missionary journey in the 
early spring of A. D. 47; they returned 
in the late autumn of A. D. 48, having 
traveled on land and sea a distance of 
about 1,400 miles and having estab- 
lished a number of churches in the 
Roman province of Galatia. They re- 
mained in Antioch until a problem arose 
which necessitated the calling of the 
first church council. 


I. The Problem 


The council at Jerusalem was oc- 
casioned by a cleavage in the church as 
sharp as that today between Protestants 
and Catholics, or between Modernists 
and Fundamentalists. Dr. B. W. Robin- 
son says it was decidedly the most im- 
portant and significant meeting of the 
first century, If the decision of this 
council had been different, not only 
would Paul’s work have been greatly 
hindered, but he and his followers would 
have founded a separate religion. This 
catastrophe of a split into a Jewish re- 
ligion on one side and a Pauline Gentile 
Christianity on the other was averted 
by the forceful way in which Paul 
handled the situation. 

The trouble began when certain men 
from Judea came to the church at 
Antioch, itself predominantly Gentile 
and the mother of the Gentile mission, 
and declared, ‘‘Unless you get circum- 
cised after the custom of Moses you can- 
not be saved.”” It was a blunt denial of 
the Christianity of the Antiochenes. 
Most of them were converts from 
heathenism, and they had been admitted 
to the church’s fellowship on the sole 
ground of faith in Christ. They had 
never been required to accept the Jewish 
law and to observe its ceremonies. Now, 
these Jewish Christians from the mother 
church in Jerusalem said that because 
they were uncircumcised, therefore, 
they were still heathen and still un- 
saved. 

It would seem as though this particu- 
lar matter had been settled adversely to 
the Judaizers (as those Christians who 
insisted that all followers of Jesus must 
continue to observe the whole Mosaic 
Law are called) some years before 
through the efforts of Simon Peter. Led 
by God, this leader of the apostolic band 
had baptized Cornelius, a Gentile, and 
his action had been confirmed after some 
discussion by the church at Jerusalem 

(ef. 10:1-11:18). But even at that 
time the Jews who thought that con- 
verted Gentiles should conform to 
Jewish customs were silenced rather 
than convinced. The case of Cornelius, 
they persuaded themselves, was excep- 
tional and not to be taken as a prece- 





dent. At that time they did not dream 
that the Gentiles would ever come into 
the Kingdom in any large numbers, but 
now it was becoming apparent that they 
would soon outnumber the Jews. Ac- 
cordingly those Jews who were zealous 
for the law became alarmed and they 
came to Antioch insisting on the neces- 
sity of circumcision, 

Their argument was founded, no 
doubt, on God’s word to Abraham as 
recorded in Gen. 17:9-14, and on a mis- 
taken interpretation of the words of 
Jesus, who said, “I came not to destroy 
the Law but to fulfill it.” If their in- 
terpretation was correct, it followed 
that a converted Gentile must conform 
himself to the whole Mosaic Law, not 
only the moral law, but also the cere- 
monial law, in every detail. ‘‘This nar- 
row view, which regarded Christianity 
as merely a new chapter in the history 
of Judaism, contrasted sharply with 
Paul’s conception of the gospel as an 
international message intended for Jew 
and Gentile alike.”’ 

The contention of the Judaizers was 
immediately challenged therefore by 
Paul and Barnabas. We are not told 
what arguments they advanced, but we 
can safely infer that they were similar 
to those afterwards brougat forward by 
Paul in his letters to the churches which 
he established, when the same question 
was raised in them (cf. Gal. 2:11-21; 
5:1-6; I Cor. 7:17-19). His argument 
in brief was this: We are saved not by 
works but by faith. If then we are 
saved by faith in Christ who died for 
us on the cross, circumcision and other 
works of the law cannot be required as 
necessary to salvation. To insist on 
their necessity is to deny the value of 
the death of Jesus. For, if you say that 
circumcision is required, you say that 
the death of Christ is not in itself suffi- 
cient. If that is so, we are still under 
the condemnation of our sins. 

Judaizers charged that Paul’s doc- 
trine of salvation by faith alone meant 
that man was free to reject the moral 
law, that he would feel that he was free 
to do as he pleased. Paul answers this 
objection in Gal. 5-6. A Christian, he 
argues, is free from the Law as a means 
of salvation, and his conscience is not 
bound by rules imposed by external au- 

thority, but that does not mean that he 
will disregard the moral law in his 
daily life. 

For the Christian, says Paul, the 
whole law ig fulfilled in one word, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” No man is a _ real believer in 
Jesus, no man therefore possesses the 
freedom of which Paul has written, un- 
less his life is actuated by love. Such 
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a man can dispense with the law, or 
with a system of rules, because love is 
the fulfillment of God’s law. A man 
whose life is governed by his love for 
his fellowman needs no detailed code 
of ethics imposed upon him from with- 
out. Love meets every situation in the 
right way, in the spirit of Jesus—as an 
ironclad and unelastic code of ethics can 
never do. Love, therefore, carries out 
the ideal of God’s law, and in a much 
better way than if one simply obeys cer- 
tain regulations. That means, among 
other things ,says Paul to the Galatians, 
that ye will stop bickering and fighting 
among yourselves. 

But there is also a second safeguard. 
A man who has genuine faith in Jesus 
is guided by the Holy Spirit, and if he 
follows the Spirit he will not give way 
to the demands of his lower nature (the 
flesh). “If a room is full of light there 
is just no place for darkness, If a per- 
son is full of Christlikeness, there just 
is no place for excess of carnal desires. 
And, of course, if one is not obsessed by 
a desire for something that is forbidden, 
he is quite unconscious of the law 
against it. If I do not want to speed in 
my car, speed laws do not trouble me, 
and I do not have to keep a sharp eye 
out for traffic police. If I do not con- 
sider a drink a matter of prime im- 
portance in my life, I am not troubled 
by any prohibition laws. So the more 
I live on a spiritual plane the less need 
I have to bother about laws.’”’ [Herbert 
J. Willett, Jr., in the 20th Century 
Quarterly. ] 

As the Judaizing brethren were not 
convinced, the church in Antioch ap- 
pointed Paul and Barnabas and certain 
others to go up to Jerusalem unto the 
apostles and elders about this question. 
The church in Jerusalem was the mother 
church; it was the original home of the 
apostles; it was from this church that 
the Judaizing teachers had come 
(15:24); it was only natural that a 
question so momentous should be re- 
ferred to it for counsel and advice. 

Paul’s journey to Jerusalem wags in 
the nature of a triumphal procession. 
“They therefore being brought on their 
way by the church, passed through both 
Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the 
conversion of the Gentiles, and they 
caused great joy unto all the brethren.” 


II. The Solution 


Coming to Jerusalem Paul and 
Barnabas were warmly welcomed by the 
church, But when they had completed 
the report of their missionary journey, 
recently converted Pharisees, still re- 
taining their enthusiasm for the Law, 
raised an objection: ‘It is needful to 
circumcise them and to charge them to 
keep the Law of Moses.”” The meeting 
was then adjourned till such time as 
this matter could be more fully cen- 
sidered. 


It is probably here, between the pre- 
liminary meeting in vss. 4-5 and the 
official council in vs. 6, that there oc- 
curred the private conference between 
Paul and the leaders of the church 
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which is described in Gal. 2:1-10. If 
this supposition is correct, then Paul 
laid his gospel privately before the 
leaders of the church before the council 
met. By them it was confirmed. It was 
also agreed that henceforth Paul should 
go to the Gentiles; the other apostles 
would continue to work among the Jews. 

At the appointed time there met what 
is commonly called the council at Jeru- 
salem, It was composed of the elders 
of the Jerusalem church together with 
the apostles. The multitude, which is 
almost a technical name for the whole 
body of church members, was also pres- 
ent, and it would seem took some part 
in the proceedings (12, 22). It is gen- 
erally assumed that James, the Lord’s 
brother, was the moderator of the meet- 
ing. There is no evidence that he was 
the bishop of the church, as Catholics 
and some Episcopalians assert; no evi- 
dence whatsoever that the office of the 
bishop was at this time distinguished 
from that of presbyter or elder. 

First, there was a period of free de- 
bate, in which the subject was dis- 
cussed, pro and con. At last Peter arose. 
Still the leading man in the church by 
the sheer force of his personality, he 
advanced three arguments: (1) The 
conversion of Cornelius, The fact that 
Cornelius had been accepted as a mem- 
ber of the church, without the necessity 
of circumcision, had already settled the 
matter in principle; (2) The predica- 
ment of their fathers. The Law of 
Moses, with its traditional interpreta- 
tions, was an intolerable burden which 
their fathers had never been able to 
bear. Why should they now impose it 
on the Gentiles? (3) Their own ex- 
perience. They believed that they were 
saved through faith in Jesus and not 
through their observance of the Mogaic 
Law. Faith in Jesus then was all that 
was necessary. 

The people were deeply impressed by 
the words of Peter, and when Barnabas 
and Paul arose they listened in silence 
to the wondrous tale they unfolded of 
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the conversion of the Gentiles and of 
the signs and wonders which God had 
wrought through them, thus confirming 
their work. 


When they had finished James arose 
—James, the brother of the Lord, who 
was respected even by the Jews for his 
piety, and for his strict adherence to 
the Law of Moses (this we know from 
non-Biblical sources). James reminded 
the congregation that the move initiated 
by Peter was in accordance with the 
Scriptures—that Amos, writing many 
centuries before, had predicted that the 
Gentiles would one day seek after the 
Lord (Amos 9:11-12). He proposed 
therefore that the Gentiles be not re- 
quired to observe the Mosaic Law, but 
that they be requested to abstain from 
certain practices which were particularly 
offensive to the Jews: (1) from the 
pollution of idols, probably meat offered 
to idols; (2) from fornication, con- 
sidered a slight offense by Gentiles, but 
heinous to the Jews; and (3) from 
meat containing the blood (cf, Levit. 
17:10-11). The reason advanced was 
the presence in every Gentile city of 
Jews who reverenced the Law of Moses 
(vs. 21). It is evident that if the 
Gentile Christians would voluntarily re- 
frain from those things which were 
especially revolting to the Jews it would 
encourage fellowship between believing 
Jews and converted Gentiles and would 
aid greatly in the conversion of the un- 
believing Jew. The proposal of James 
was adopted by the assembly and trans- 
mitted to the Gentile Christians in 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia by Silas and 
Judas, together with Paul and Barnabas, 
described as “men that have hazarded 
their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


The message of the council was re- 
ceived with great joy by the brethren 
in Antioch. Silas and Judas remained 
for a short time, winning the affection 
of the church, and were then dismissed 
in peace to return to Jerusalem; Paul 
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The Layman’s View 
By J. WILSON McCUTCHAN 


ATEST statistics indicate that there are more than 250 distinct ‘‘religious 
Some of these number less than 20 mem- 
bers; others count in the millions. 
is probably the greatest menace confronting the Protestant Church today. 
Emerson wrote: “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.” 
Conformity, standardization, regimentation are words with a 
All are implied in sectarianism. 
Paul deemed it wise ‘“‘to lay upon you no greater burden than these neces- 
Does the Protestant Church tend to disregard the Apostle’s ad- 
The problem of distinguishing between necessary and unnecessary 
In one of his great essays Matthew Arnold cites II Timothy 
2:19c as a solution for the sectarianism of his day. 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 


Foreign missionaries have frequently found it far easier to explain the 
differences between non-Christian and Christian faiths than to account for 
the rivalry between two Protestant sects in the same district. 
and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed... .” 


Sectarianism, or denominationalism, 


more or less 


“Let every one that 
To this we would add, 


“If we bite 
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and Barnabas tarried in Antioch, teach- 
ing and preaching the Word of the Lord. 


Ill. Its Significance 


1. The decision of the council at 
Jerusalem made it plain for all time 
that we are saved by faith and not by 
works of the law, by our relationship to 
Jesus rather than by any human merit. 

2. The decision of the council at 
Jerusalem made it plain that the funda- 
mentals of the gospel cannot be sur- 
rendered. No man pled more earnestly 
or worked more sincerely for a united 
church than Paul, but he was not will- 
ing for the sake of peace to mutilate the 
gospel of the Divine Grace [cf. Gal.1:6- 


9]. He was willing to discuss the matter 
but not to surrender the gospel. He 
would not allow his opponent to silence 
him, but neither did he attempt to 
silence him, Events made it clear that 
there were still many Judaizers in the 
church, even after the decision of the 
council at Jerusalem. Paul would fight 
for his right to proclaim the gospel as 
he saw it; but he did not attempt to ex- 
communicate those who differed from 
him on a fundamental point. 

There are at the present moment two 
great disputes in the Christian Church: 
one between Catholics and Protestants; 
the other between Modernists and Fun- 
damentalists. Would Paul with his 
passion for unity consider that funda- 
mental issues are at stake? If so, what 
are they? What about the differences 
between Presbyterians and Methodists 
and Baptists and Episcopalians? Ad- 
herence to the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, baptism by sprinkling or im- 
mersion, priests in the line of apostolic 
succession—are any of these things 
vital? 

What should be our attitude toward 
those who differ from us on the matter? 

3. The decision of the council at 
Jerusalem made it plain that a Chris- 
tian must be willing to forego many of 
his rights for the sake of his brethren 
in Christ and out of Christ, and for the 
sake of the church. Fornication, indeed, 
was forbidden to all, but eating blood 
was no longer prohibited except by the 
law of charity. Here are two leading 
principles of Paul’s life: “All things 
are lawful for me, but all things are not 
expedient,” and “Give no occasion of 
stumbling, either to Jew or to Greek or 
to the Church of God” (I Cor. 6:12; 
10:32). 

Are we willing to forego our rights 
that we may win men to Christ—that 
we may not cast stumbling blocks in the 
way of the weak or cause unnecessary 
offense? Read Gal. 5:6: “For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing nor uncircumcision, but faith 
working through love.” Here in a single 
sentence is summed up the value of the 
Jerusalem Council for us: ‘‘Neither cir- 
cumcision nor uncircumcision, but faith 
working through love.” If we modern 
Christians had the spirit of those early 
Christians in Jerusalem and were will- 
ing to make concessions in those things 
that were not fundamental, for the sake 
of Christian unity, would we be satisfied 
with our many church divisions? Are 
the things which divide us fundamental 
or not? What about the things which 
divide us as individuals, or as congre- 
gations? 

In religious controversies, in political 
controversies, in personal controversies, 
may the Lord help us to know when we 
can make concessions and when we can- 
not, to distinguish between what is fun- 
damental and what is not. Our motto 
should be: Unity in fundamentals: 
liberty in non-fundamentals; charity in 


- all things. 
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BOOK SECTION 


CHRISTIAN WORLD MISSION. 
Edited by William K. Anderson, Com- 
mission on Ministerial Training. Nash- 
ville Tenn. 275 pages. Paper binding, 
$1.00. Cloth binding, $2.00. 

This book provides a stimulating sur- 
yey of world missions. It will prove 
helpful for both ministers and laymen, 
for individual reading and for group 
study. Section I presents the back- 
ground of world missions somewhat 
spottily, with an over-emphasis on Meth- 
odist missions; Section II gives an ex- 
cellent sketch of the around-the-world 
situation after World War II; Section 
III discusses modern methods and ob- 
jectives. The thirty chapters are writ- 
ten by as many eminent scholars and 
experts in their own particular fields, 
representing nine different countries 
and at least eleven different religious 
bodies (the majority however are Meth- 
odists), As in all symposiums some 
chapters are better than others, but 
some of these are brilliant, and the aver- 
age is very high. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 





WHOSE LEAF SHALL NOT 
WITHER. .By James Lichliter. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, Nashville and New York. 
1946. 192 pages. $1.50. 

This volume is composed of attrac- 
tive, conversational essays on the great 
realities of religious life. It is the first 
book to come from the pen of the young 
rector of Emmanual Episcopal Church, 
Webster Groves, Missouri. 

The opening section of the book, 
under the title of ‘‘The Soil,’ treats 
such themes as the nature of religion 
and of man as well as the significance 
of God and Jesus. The second division 
treats the human “growing points” such 
as creative devotion, a peaceable will, 
and a sensitive heart. The final three 
essays center in the significance of the 
religious life for society, 

The author’s point of view is more 
empirical than theological or philosophi- 
cal. He wisely discards “dogma” that 
is not related to experience. Conse- 
quently, the essays have the atmosphere 
of real life. Yet the reader is left at 
times with the impression that some of 
the real depths of Christian faith have 
been neglected. 

The fresh and lively treatment of the 
religious life makes the book rich in 
homiletical suggestiveness. The author 
makes a wide and discriminating use of 
many illustrations from history and 
literature. 

JOHN HADDON LEITH. 





A ship in harbor is safe, but that is 
not what ships are built for—J. A. 
Shedd. 





If any man seeks for greatness let 
him forget greatness and ask for truth, 
and he will find both.—Horace Mann. 
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RUSSIA FOR CHRIST 


THE GREAT CHALLENGE OF THIS AGE. 





Can we, who are living in bountiful, 
safe America, visualize even a little bit 
what multitudes of our fellow Chris- 
tians have gone through in Europe? 
Are not many of us, who are provided 
with all the necessities of life in the 
United States, like the rich man in 
Christ’s parable, while the poor and 
wounded Lazarus of Europe is lying at 
our heart’s doorstep, and we notice him 
not, and do not hear his groanings for 
help? Does not the Word of God remind 
us of our sacred duty to our fellowmen, 
even if they be strangers to us for the 
man who had fallen among the thieves 
on the way from Jerusalem to Jericho 
was a stranger to the Samaritan. And 
the name of the despised Samaritan 
has been changed into that of the 
“Good Samaritan,” because he was 
moved by compassion to help a 
stranger from another race. 


APPEALS FROM EUROPE 
On the 29th of March, 1946, an urgent 
letter came to the Russian Bible So- 
ciety from a refugee camp in Belgium 
signed by 33 Russian and Ukrainian 
Christians who have- come through 
great suffering. They ask for theologi- 
cal and missionary training so they 
can return to minister to their people. 
As we began to pray for these first 
thirty-three refugees in Belgium, and 
our hearts went out to them in increas- 
ing measure, other letters from refugee 
Russian Christians in other camps in 
Europe began to reach our Washington 
office. 

A young Russian brother 
who had been a Sunday 
schoo] teacher in Pas- 
tor Malof’s Church in 
Eastern Europe writes: 
“T got news about your 
Bible School. The breth- 
ren here desire to get to 
that School. Our names 
are in the supplemen- 
tary list which we shall 
be sending to you 
through an American 
brother. I ask of you 
very much, please help 
us get to the School. My 
father died two years 
ago. My mother remain- 
ed weeping on the shore 
of the River Daugava, when I was leav- 
ing Riga. My youngest Brother Enoch 
was arrested by the Germans and car- 
ried away somewhere in Germany and 
nothing has been heard of him since. 
I now turn to you as my spiritual fa- 
ther and ask you to do what is possible 
that I may get over to you.” From @a@ 
refugee Lutheran Pastor, writing to us 
under the auspices of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Augsburg, Ger- 
many: “Dear Pastor- Malof.—I felt im- 
pressed to write you and ask for spe- 
cial prayers. I feel as though you can 
give me some advice through God. Here 
is my problem. I was brought here by 
the Nazis in 1944, and now I am a dis- 
——— 1 





50 RUSSIAN AND UK- 
RAINIAN CHRISTIANS 
HAVE ANSWERED THE 
CALL TO CARRY THE 
GOSPEL TO THEIR 
PEOPLE. 


The Bible House of Washing- 
ton, D. C., formerly the Italian 
Embassy, now the property of 
the Russian Bible Society, 
where refugee Russian Chris- 
tians from the “displaced per- 
sons” camps in Europe will 
be housed and trained for 
missionary and Bible colpor- 
tage work, 


WILL YOU HELP? 


placed person with my family of four. 
I would like to attend your Bible Semi- 
nary and become a missionary under 
the Russian Bible Society. Would it be 
possible for me and some other Latvian 
Lutheran pastors to come to the United 
States and enter your seminary and 
from there be sent as missionaries? It 
is the most critical time we have ever 
seen in our lives and we would be glad 
to come to a country where we would 
be allowed to continue in our calling. 
1 sincerely hope that you will be in a 
position to help in thig time of need. 
Please give this matter your immediate 
attention to lift the burden from our 
shoulders, through the help of God. 
Rudolph K.” 


SHARE IN THIS WORK 


In response to these moving appeals 
the Russian Bible Society has decided 
to receive in the first instance fifty of 
these worthy Russian refugee Chris- 
tians in our Bible Institute. We alone 
cannot do it, we look for help to the 
Lord above, and to His faithful stew- 
ards here below. The passage of each 
will be $300; first year of training, 
room and board $50 monthly, $600; to- 
tal $900. The funds are needed imme- 
diately as we desire to negotiate with 
the U. S. Government to bring them. 
How blessed it would be if 30 churches 
or Sunday Schools, Bible Classes or in- 
dividuals would each sponsor the needs 
of one of these missionary candidates. 
This is a most unusual opportunity 
and privilege. Never before in the 
whole history of Amer- 
ica has there come an 
appeal from such a large 
number of refugee Rus- 
sian Christians to be 
brought to America and 
to be trained as soul 
winners, Bible teachers, 
evangelists, missionar- 
ies and Bible colpor- 
teurs. In future through 
their preaching, thou- 
sands of Russians will 
come to Christ, and by 
helping them now, you 
will have a_ share in 
that great harvest of 
souls. 

Note: Pastors and churches desiring to 
have a personal visit from Pastor Ma- 
lof, President of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety, or from another representative 
may send invitations to the Russian 
Bible Society, P. O. Box 2709, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Readers who would like to 
read Pastor Malof’s thrilling life story, 
with 43 illustration, “SENTENCED TO 
SIBERIA,” the story of his missionary 
work in Russia, persecution, imprison- 
ment, sentenced to Siberia and God's 
wonderful deliverance may send their 
orders to the same address. Price $1.00 
postpaid. 





Please cut this out and forward with your Gift to: 
THE RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc., P. 0. Box 2709, Washington, D. C, 


Dear Russian Bible Society: 


In response to your appeal in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK I have the 


pleasure of enclosing my gift: 


For the Refugee Missionary Student passage and support §...... lesa 


For the Russian Bible publishing fund 


For Pastor Malof’s Life Story “SENTENCED TO SIBERIA” $ 
Each contributor will be kept advised of the progress of this work through the 


eee eet eee eeseseneene Pesessssssses 


magazine “Russia Calling,” subscription deduction 50 cents. 


Name ..ccccccee eocccccocces ore cuneews doa mbelwe pad 040d 46606 664.0606844085 6 cocccccse 
AGGresS ..ccccccevscces EC ee ET Te eT ee ee ee Sereesee 
“And this I do for the Gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker thereof with you.” 

I Corinthians 9:23. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

W. George Pagan from Itasca, Texas, 
to Redwater, Texas. 

Robert M. McGehee, Palacios, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the Meadville and 
Oldenburg, Miss., churches, effective 
November 1. 

J. W. McNutt, Vaiden, Miss., on No- 
vember 1 begins his new work in the 
Woodville, Bethany and Unity (Miss.) 
churches. 

Jack E. Fisher, Crestview, Fla., will 
become pastor of the Magnolia and 
Summit, Miss., churches next month. 

Claude A. Calcote, Newberry, S. C., 
has been called to the superintendency 
of home missions for Birmingham 
Presbytery. 

William A. James, Brownsville, Tenn., 
has accepted a call to the Shelbyville, 
Tenn., church. 








RADIO OFFICE 

John M. Alexander, Assembly’s direc- 
tor of radio, has offices in the educa- 
tional building of Central Church, At- 
lanta—36 Hunter, S. W. 


LEAVES MINISTRY 

J. Stuart Meacham has been divested 
of the ministry without censure by Bir- 
mingham Presbytery. A letter of church 
membership was granted to the Mt. 
Hollywood Congregational Church, Los 
Angeles. 


DEATHS 

Daniel J. Currie, 81, DeFuniak 
Springs, Fla., died at Johns, N. C., Sep- 
tember 9. Dr. Currie’s last pastorate 
was Edisto Island, S. C. 

R. Guy Davis, 65, died recently in 
Memphis, Tenn. Dr. Davis’ last pas- 
torate, before his retirement, was at 
Wynne, Ark. 


ORDAINED 

Charles Holliday Brown, a member of 
Northminster church, Greenville, S. C., 
has been ordained to the ministry by 
a commission of Piedmont Presbytery 
and has begun his work as pastor of 
the Pendleton and Sandy Springs, S. C., 
churches. 


ARTICLE ON PAUL 

Hunter B. Blakely, president of 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., is the 
author of ‘“‘The Gospel of Paul: a Study 
of the Prison Epistles,” in the Fall 
number of Theology Today. 


CANDIDATES 

William 8S. McAliley and John 5S. 
Lyles, both of Purity church, Chester, S. 
C., have been received as candidates for 
the ministry under the care of Bethel 
Presbytery. 

Fitzhugh McMaster Legerton, a mem- 
ber of the First church, Charleston, S. 
C., now studying at Union Seminary, 
was received as a candidate for the 
ministry under the care of Charleston 
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Presbytery early in September. 

Ellis Oakes, who served at Pageland, 
N. C., during the summer, receiving 44 
new members into the church, has been 
extended a call to return as pastor when 
he completes his course at Union Semi- 
nary in February. 
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MAKE MONEY for your church. Self 
delicious fresh shelled pecans. Write 


for large free price list. 


C. A. Hartley, Box 92, Fairhope, Ala, 





Five Year Goal 
Raised in- Four Years 


Necessary to Finish Task 


Do We Need 


Self Denial Offering 





EMERGENCY FUND 


OCTOBER 7 - NOVEMBER 3 


There were 141 applications, totaling 


THAT WAS JUST THE BEGINNING 
MILLIONS COULD BE USED TO ADVANTAGE 


Sponsored by 


Assembly’s Home Mission Council 


803 Henry Grady Building 


Atlanta, Georgia 


THE 1946 
HOME MISSION 


CAMPAIGN 


$1,250,000 in new money 


’? ” 
’” ” 


85,000 Self-denial 
Offering 


$600,000? 
$583,000 in June 











AGAIN AVAILABLE- 


COMPLETELY 
fresh retranslation 
into modern speech 
from earliest known 
texts. 
FAT con- 
<«ains all the findings 
of 20th Century 
scholarship unavail- 
able to earlier trans- 
ltators. Write your bookstore, de- 
nominational supply house, or 
the publishers for prices and 
bindings. 
HARPER & BROTHERS, 


NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 








